Psychosocial impact of persistent trophoblastic disease.
The female identity of women who suffer from hydatidiform mole developing into persistent trophoblastic disease is threatened in two ways. The reproductive failure is shortly followed by a disease originating in the uterus requiring chemotherapy. Although somatic treatment results are excellent, the psychological effects may be severe and protracted. We conducted a study of 22 women who were between 6 months and 5 years after the end of successful treatment. It appeared that 19 women suffered from psychological sequelae. The three oldest women of the study group, 50 years or older, belonged to the group of women demonstrating signs of prolonged psychological effects.